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Legislative research agency of the Pennsylvania General Assembly
(Act 16, 1987 & Act 12, 2009)

Mandates
* Administer grants to conduct research on rural conditions.
* Maintain a database on rural conditions and needs.

Recent Legislative Hearings:
Rural Hospital and Health Care Sustainability, Rural Population

Change, Child Care Access in Rural Pennsylvania, Opioid and
Substance Use Disorder Crisis in Pennsylvania, Advancing Rural

Mental Health Awareness and Support
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Pennsylvania Rural and Urban Counties, 2020
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Statewide Population Density = 291 Persons per Square Land Mile, 2020

|:| 19 Urban Counties - Population Density At or Above Statewide Rate
|:| 48 Rural Counties - Population Density Below Statewide Rate

Data source: U.S. Census Bureau



Current Landscape of Dental

Providers in Pennsylvania




Total Number of Dentists with a National
Provider Identifier (NPI) by County, 2023
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Statewide Total = 9,402 Dentists with an NPI
< i Note: The NPI is a unique identifier developed by CMS. Covered health care providers and all health plans
entisis w

0 9D . /NP and health care clearinghouses must use the NPIs in the administrative and financial transactions adopted
D 50t 9 entists w under HIPAA. A dentist is a person qualified by a doctorate in dental surgery (D.D.S.) or dental medicine

B 100+ Dentists w/NPI (D.M.D.), licensed by the state to practice dentistry, and practicing within the scope of that license. There is
no difference between the two degrees: dentists who have a DMD or DDS have the same education.

Center for

JRAL -

Data Source: Health Resources & Services Administration " Pennsylvania



Pennsylvania
Percent of Dentists

with NPIs by
Gender, 2023
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Total Number of Professionally Active Dentists
by County, 2022

Warren McKean , Bradford Susquehanna
13 12 Potter Tioga ra21or 9
Crawford 4 10
26
0 Cameron 8
Venango ‘ E'('; 1 L‘ackawanna
L :
Mercer 15 . yczrglng
47 Clinton

Clarion 12

25

Allegheny, f { y
=959 ) Berks]

Westmoreland ' i3 o}
estmorelan L ,
< Huntingdon

i ; \ 10 w ~ Montgomer
\Washington - 4@l Cumberland ; .
i ~ ( N

10 Jeff1egson o Columbia
P— Clearfield 3 , Hontour 25
30 Cel g
35 m Ce7ngtre Carbon >
124 Armstrong ‘ “ 20 e
, » : e Northampton
Beaver, i A Ve ~
= Indiana ’ . %
Cambrial / )

847,

Bedford Fulton / : ‘ Uancaster] Philadelphia
. Somerset . (Chestery z
Fayette 21 17 3 J Franklin AYork] 398 15001
Greene 59 53 Adams (1874 Delaware
11 '

25

341

Statewide Total = 7,304 Active Dentists note: Total Professionally Active includes dentists whose primary

[ <50 Active Dentists occupation is dental related. This includes the fields Total Full-time and
Total Part-time Private Practice; Dental School Faculty; Armed Forces;

D 50 to 99 Active Dentists Other Federal Service; State or Local Government; Hospital Staff Dentist;

- 100+ Active Dentists Graduate Student/Resident; Other Health/Dental Organization Staff; and

Part-Time Faculty/Part-Time Practice. Only those identified as active and
licensed are included.
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Total Number of Active Dentists Working in
Private Practice by County, 2022
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Statewide Total = 6,648 Dentists Working in Private Practice

[ <50 Dentists in Private Practice
o L Ll Ll
[ 50 to 99 Dentists in Private Practice 91% of Dentists in Pennsylvania Work

B 100+ Dentists in Private Practice in Private Practice
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Total Number of Dentists No Longer
Practicing, 2022
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Statewide = 858 Dentists No Longer Practicing
3 <5 Dentists Not Practicing

3 5 to 24 Dentists Not Practicing

Bl 25+ Dentists Not Practicing
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Ages of Active Dentists in Pennsylvania, 2022
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Ages of Active Dentists in Rural and
Urban Pennsylvania, 2022
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Designated Health Professional

Shortage Areas — Dental Care




Health Professional Shortage Area
Definition

A Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) is a geographic areq,
population group, or health care facility that has been designated
by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) as
having a shortage of health professionals. There are three
categories of HPSAs: 1. Primary Care 2. Dental Health 3. Mental
Health

Geographic HPSA A shortage of providers for an entire group of
people within a defined geographic area

Population HPSA A shortage of providers for a specific group of
people within a defined geographic area. Examples
include low-income populations, homeless
populations, and migrant farmworker populations.

Facility HPSA Correctional Facility, State/County Mental Hospital,
FQHCs, FQHCs Look-Alikes, Certified Rural Health
Clinics, etc.
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Health Professional Shortage
Areas, Dental Health, 2025
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Health Professional Shortage Areas & Facilities,
Dental Health, 2025

Statewide Designated HPSA Facilities in Dental Health = 100
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Thank You

Kaitlyn Goode, Data Visualization Specialist, kgoode@rural.pa.gov

Laura R. Dimino, Ph.D., Assistant Director, Idimino@rural.pa.gov




